




















Courage & Encouragement (4:1-37)

1. Courage in Proclamation (vv. 1–7)
2. Courage in Public Witness (vv. 8–12)
3. Courage in Position (vv. 13–22)
4. Encouragement in Prayer (vv. 23–31)
5. Encouragement in Provision (vv. 32–37)



Acts 4:1–4 (NASB95): 1 As they were 
speaking to the people, the priests and the 
captain of the temple guard and the 
Sadducees came up to them,

2 being greatly disturbed because they 
were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

3 And they laid hands on them and put 
them in jail until the next day, for it was 
already evening.

4 But many of those who had heard the 
message believed; and the number of the 
men came to be about five thousand.



Acts 4:5–7 (NASB95):
5 On the next day, their rulers and 

elders and scribes were gathered together 
in Jerusalem;

6 and Annas the high priest was there, 
and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, 
and all who were of high-priestly descent.

7 When they had placed them in the 
center, they began to inquire, “By what 
power, or in what name, have you done 
this?”



Acts 4:8–9 (NASB95):
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

said to them, “Rulers and elders of the 
people,

9 if we are on trial today for a benefit 
done to a sick man, as to how this man 
has been made well,



Acts 4:10 (NASB95):
10 let it be known to all of you and to all 

the people of Israel, that by the name of 
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead—by this name this man stands here 
before you in good health.



Acts 4:11–12 (NASB95):
11 “He is the STONE WHICH WAS 

REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but 
WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER 
stone.

12 “And there is salvation in no one 
else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.”



Acts 4:13–14 (NASB95): 13 Now as they 
observed the confidence of Peter and 
John and understood that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they were 
amazed, and began to recognize them as 
having been with Jesus.

14 And seeing the man who had been 
healed standing with them, they had 
nothing to say in reply.



Acts 4:15–17 (NASB95):
15 But when they had ordered them to 

leave the Council, they began to confer with 
one another,

16 saying, “What shall we do with these 
men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle 
has taken place through them is apparent to 
all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot 
deny it.

17 “But so that it will not spread any further 
among the people, let us warn them to speak 
no longer to any man in this name.”



Acts 4:18–19 (NASB95):
18 And when they had summoned them, 

they commanded them not to speak or teach 
at all in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered and said 
to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to give heed to you rather than to God, 
you be the judge;



Acts 4:20–22 (NASB95):

20 for we cannot stop speaking about what 
we have seen and heard.”

21 When they had threatened them further, 
they let them go (finding no basis on which to 
punish them) on account of the people, 
because they were all glorifying God for what 
had happened;

22 for the man was more than forty years 
old on whom this miracle of healing had been 
performed.



Acts 4:23–24 (NASB95): 23 When they 
had been released, they went to their own 
companions and reported all that the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them.

24 And when they heard this, they lifted 
their voices to God with one accord and 
said, “O Lord, it is You who MADE THE 
HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE 
SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,



Acts 4:25–26 (NASB95):
25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the 

mouth of our father David Your servant, 
said,

‘WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE,
AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE 

FUTILE THINGS?
26 ‘THE KINGS OF THE EARTH 

TOOK THEIR STAND,
AND THE RULERS WERE 

GATHERED TOGETHER
AGAINST THE LORD AND 

AGAINST HIS CHRIST.’



Acts 4:27–28 (NASB95):
27 “For truly in this city there were 

gathered together against Your holy 
servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,

28 to do whatever Your hand and Your 
purpose predestined to occur.



Acts 4:29–31 (NASB95):
29 “And now, Lord, take note of their 

threats, and grant that Your bond-servants 
may speak Your word with all confidence,

30 while You extend Your hand to heal, 
and signs and wonders take place through 
the name of Your holy servant Jesus.”

31 And when they had prayed, the place 
where they had gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of 
God with boldness.



Acts 4:32–33 (NASB95): 32 And the 
congregation of those who believed were 
of one heart and soul; and not one of them 
claimed that anything belonging to him 
was his own, but all things were common 
property to them.

33 And with great power the apostles 
were giving testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace 
was upon them all.



Acts 4:34–37 (NASB95): 34 For there was 
not a needy person among them, for all 
who were owners of land or houses would 
sell them and bring the proceeds of the 
sales

35 and lay them at the apostles’ feet, 
and they would be distributed to each as 
any had need.



Acts 4:36–37 (NASB95):
36 Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian 

birth, who was also called Barnabas by the 
apostles (which translated means Son of 
Encouragement),

37 and who owned a tract of land, sold 
it and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet.



Courage & Encouragement (4:1-37)

1. Courage in Proclamation (vv. 1–7)
2. Courage in Public Witness (vv. 8–12)
3. Courage in Position (vv. 13–22)
4. Encouragement in Prayer (vv. 23–31)
5. Encouragement in Provision (vv. 32–37)



Acts 4:1–4 (NASB95): 1 As they were 
speaking to the people, the priests and the 
captain of the temple guard and the 
Sadducees came up to them,

2 being greatly disturbed because they 
were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

3 And they laid hands on them and put 
them in jail until the next day, for it was 
already evening.

4 But many of those who had heard the 
message believed; and the number of the 
men came to be about five thousand.



Acts 4:5–7 (NASB95):
5 On the next day, their rulers and 

elders and scribes were gathered together 
in Jerusalem;

6 and Annas the high priest was there, 
and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, 
and all who were of high-priestly descent.

7 When they had placed them in the 
center, they began to inquire, “By what 
power, or in what name, have you done 
this?”



John 15:18–20 (NASB95): 18 “If the world hates 
you, you know that it has hated Me before it 
hated you.

19 “If you were of the world, the world would 
love its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, because 
of this the world hates you.

20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A 
slave is not greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if 
they kept My word, they will keep yours also.



John 15:21–25 (NASB95):
21 “But all these things they will do to you for 

My name’s sake, because they do not know the 
One who sent Me.

22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, 
they would not have sin, but now they have no 
excuse for their sin.

23 “He who hates Me hates My Father also.
24 “If I had not done among them the works 

which no one else did, they would not have sin; 
but now they have both seen and hated Me and 
My Father as well.

25 “But they have done this to fulfill the word 
that is written in their Law, ‘THEY HATED ME 
WITHOUT A CAUSE.’



Courage & Encouragement (4:1-37)

1. Courage in Proclamation (vv. 1–7)
2. Courage in Public Witness (vv. 8–12)
3. Courage in Position (vv. 13–22)
4. Encouragement in Prayer (vv. 23–31)
5. Encouragement in Provision (vv. 32–37)



Acts 4:8–9 (NASB95):
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

said to them, “Rulers and elders of the 
people,

9 if we are on trial today for a benefit 
done to a sick man, as to how this man 
has been made well,



Luke 21:12–15 (NASB95): 12 “But before 
all these things, they will lay their hands on 
you and will persecute you, delivering you 
to the synagogues and prisons, bringing 
you before kings and governors for My 
name’s sake.

13 “It will lead to an opportunity for your 
testimony.

14 “So make up your minds not to 
prepare beforehand to defend yourselves;

15 for I will give you utterance and 
wisdom which none of your opponents will 
be able to resist or refute.



Acts 4:10 (NASB95):
10 let it be known to all of you and to all 

the people of Israel, that by the name of 
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead—by this name this man stands here 
before you in good health.



Psalm 118:22 (NASB95): 22 The stone which 
the builders rejected Has become the chief 
corner stone. (Jesus uses this in Mt, Mk, Lk)

Ephesians 2:19–22 (NASB95): 19 So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 
household, 20 having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in 
whom the whole building, being fitted together, is 
growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in 
whom you also are being built together into a 
dwelling of God in the Spirit.



Acts 4:11–12 (NASB95):
11 “He is the STONE WHICH WAS 

REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but 
WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER 
stone.

12 “And there is salvation in no one 
else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.”



Acts 4:12 (NASB95): “And there is 
salvation in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has been 
given among men by which we must be 
saved.”

1 Timothy 2:5 (NASB95): For there is one 
God, and one mediator also between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus,

John 14:6 (NASB95): 6 Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through 
Me.



Courage & Encouragement (4:1-37)

1. Courage in Proclamation (vv. 1–7)
2. Courage in Public Witness (vv. 8–12)
3. Courage in Position (vv. 13–22)
4. Encouragement in Prayer (vv. 23–31)
5. Encouragement in Provision (vv. 32–37)



Romans 13:1–2 (NASB95): 1Every person is to 
be in subjection to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and 
those which exist are established by God.

2Therefore whoever resists authority has 
opposed the ordinance of God; and they who 
have opposed will receive condemnation upon 
themselves.



Romans 13:3–4(NASB95):
3For rulers are not a cause of fear for good 

behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no 
fear of authority? Do what is good and you will 
have praise from the same;

4for it is a minister of God to you for good. 
But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does 
not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a 
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath 
on the one who practices evil.



Romans 13:5–7 (NASB95):
5Therefore it is necessary to be in 

subjection, not only because of wrath, but also 
for conscience’ sake.

6For because of this you also pay taxes, for 
rulers are servants of God, devoting 
themselves to this very thing.

7Render to all what is due them: tax to 
whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.



1 Timothy 6:13–15 (NASB95): 13 I charge you 
in the presence of God, who gives life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the 
good confession before Pontius Pilate,

14 that you keep the commandment 
without stain or reproach until the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15 which He will bring about at the proper 
time—He who is the blessed and only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,



Acts 4:13–14 (NASB95): 13 Now as they 
observed the confidence of Peter and 
John and understood that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they were 
amazed, and began to recognize them as 
having been with Jesus.

14 And seeing the man who had been 
healed standing with them, they had 
nothing to say in reply.



Acts 4:15–17 (NASB95):
15 But when they had ordered them to 

leave the Council, they began to confer with 
one another,

16 saying, “What shall we do with these 
men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle 
has taken place through them is apparent to 
all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot 
deny it.

17 “But so that it will not spread any further 
among the people, let us warn them to speak 
no longer to any man in this name.”



Acts 4:18–20 (NASB95):
18 And when they had summoned them, 

they commanded them not to speak or teach 
at all in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered and said 
to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to give heed to you rather than to God, 
you be the judge;

20 for we cannot stop speaking about what 
we have seen and heard.”



Acts 1:8 (NASB95): 8but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

Matthew 28:19–20 (NASB95): 19“Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

20teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.”



Acts 5:29 (NASB95):
But Peter and the apostles answered, 
“We must obey God rather than men.



Acts 4:21–22 (NASB95):

21 When they had threatened them 
further, they let them go (finding no basis on 
which to punish them) on account of the 
people, because they were all glorifying God 
for what had happened;

22 for the man was more than forty years 
old on whom this miracle (sign) of healing 
had been performed.



Courage & Encouragement (4:1-37)

1. Courage in Proclamation (vv. 1–7)
2. Courage in Public Witness (vv. 8–12)
3. Courage in Position (vv. 13–22)
4. Encouragement in Prayer (vv. 23–31)
5. Encouragement in Provision (vv. 32–37)



Encouragement in Prayer (vv. 23–31)

1. Encouragement in Creation (23–24)
2. Encouragement in Revelation (25–26)
3. Encouragement in Incarnation (27–28)
4. Encouragement in Motivation (29–31)



Acts 4:23–24 (NASB95): 23 When they 
had been released, they went to their own 
companions and reported all that the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them.

24 And when they heard this, they lifted 
their voices to God with one accord and 
said, “O Lord, it is You who MADE THE 
HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE 
SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,



Acts 4:25–26 (NASB95):
25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the 

mouth of our father David Your servant, 
said,

‘WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE,
AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE 

FUTILE THINGS?
26 ‘THE KINGS OF THE EARTH 

TOOK THEIR STAND,
AND THE RULERS WERE 

GATHERED TOGETHER
AGAINST THE LORD AND 

AGAINST HIS CHRIST.’



Acts 4:27–28 (NASB95):
27 “For truly in this city there were 

gathered together against Your holy 
servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,

28 to do whatever Your hand and Your 
purpose predestined to occur.



Acts 4:29–31 (NASB95):
29 “And now, Lord, take note of their 

threats, and grant that Your bond-servants 
may speak Your word with all confidence,

30 while You extend Your hand to heal, 
and signs and wonders take place through 
the name of Your holy servant Jesus.”

31 And when they had prayed, the place 
where they had gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of 
God with boldness.



Courage & Encouragement (4:1-37)

1. Courage in Proclamation (vv. 1–7)
2. Courage in Public Witness (vv. 8–12)
3. Courage in Position (vv. 13–22)
4. Encouragement in Prayer (vv. 23–31)
5. Encouragement in Provision (vv. 32–37)



Acts 4:32–33 (NASB95): 32 And the 
congregation of those who believed were 
of one heart and soul; and not one of them 
claimed that anything belonging to him 
was his own, but all things were common 
property to them.

33 And with great power the apostles 
were giving testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace 
was upon them all.



Acts 4:34–37 (NASB95): 34 For there was 
not a needy person among them, for all 
who were owners of land or houses would 
sell them and bring the proceeds of the 
sales

35 and lay them at the apostles’ feet, 
and they would be distributed to each as 
any had need.



Acts 4:36–37 (NASB95):
36 Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian 

birth, who was also called Barnabas by the 
apostles (which translated means Son of 
Encouragement),

37 and who owned a tract of land, sold 
it and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet.



Christians with Holy Spirit courage 
know how to handle opposition, how 
to share Jesus, how to pray, and how 
to take care of each other.


